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Christ Child Series
The Christ Child as Sacrifice
Hebrews 2:9-13

Intro: 
The Cross: Christ Descends into Our Sin
☒In his book Is Jesus the Only Savior, Theologian James R. Edwards retells the following true story to illustrate our need and Christ's response to our need. 

In August 1957 four climbers—two Italians and two Germans—were climbing the 6,000 foot near-vertical North Face of the Eiger in the Swiss Alps. The two German climbers disappeared and were never heard from again. The two Italian climbers, exhausted and dying, were stuck on two narrow ledges a thousand feet below the summit. The Swiss Alpine Club forbade rescue attempts in this area (it was just too dangerous), but a small group of Swiss climbers decided to launch a private rescue effort to save the Italians. So, they carefully lowered a climber named Alfred Hellepart down the 6,000 foot North Face. They suspended Hellepart on a cable a fraction of an inch thick as they lowered him into the abyss Hellepart described the rescue in his own words this way:

“As I was lowered down the summit … my comrades on top grew further and further distant, until they disappeared from sight. At this moment I felt an indescribable aloneness. Then for the first time I peered down the abyss of the North Face of the Eiger. The terror of the sight robbed me of breath. …The brooding blackness of the Face, falling away in almost endless expanse beneath me, made me look with awful longing to the thin cable disappearing about me in the mist. I was a tiny human being dangling in space between heaven and hell. The sole relief from terror was …my mission to save the climber below.”

That is the heart of the Gospel story. We were trapped, but in the person and presence of Jesus, God lowered himself into the abyss of our sin and suffering. In Jesus God became "a tiny human being dangling between heaven and hell." He did it to save the people trapped below—you and me. Thus, the gospel is much more radical than just another religion telling us how to be good in our own power. It tells us the story of God's risky, costly, sacrificial rescue effort on our behalf.

James R. Edwards, Is Jesus the Only Savior (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2005), pp. 160-161

☒I. The Christ Child is a Substitute
☒Heb 2:9
9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, [namely,] Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.

☒Illus. Substitute – teacher and kids’ excitement


☒1Pet 2:24 (drawing from Isa 53) 
24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.




☒1Jo 2:2
2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for [those of] the whole world.

Propitiation = hilasmós expiate (to atone for sin) - to pay the necessary price for the expiation and removal of the sins of the people

☒2Co 5:21
21 He made Him who knew no sin [to be] sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

We can embrace the substitute or try and go it alone, but it will not end well for the one who tries on his/her own

☒Eze 18:4
4 "Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine. The soul who sins will die.

Rom 6:23
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

☒II. The Christ Child is a Pioneer of Salvation
☒Heb 2:10
10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 

Author – archēgós – originator, founder, chief, pioneer, first cause, ruler 
One who leads the way

The goal in this verse is to bring many sons to glory and that act is only done by suffering – a price paid on the cross for you and I. 
☒Those tiny little hands and feet formed for the express purpose of cruel spikes to be driven through them. The brow so innocent on the sleeping Christ child would one day wear a crown of thorns for you and I. Jesus came to give his life as a ransom for many – Mark 5:45

☒Jhn 14:6
6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

Act 4:12 
12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."

☒Heb 5:8-9
8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. 9 And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,

☒III. The Christ Child is a Sanctifier 

☒Heb 2:11-13
11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one [Father;] for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying, "I WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE." 13 And again, "I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again, "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME."
2 Things: 
☒1. Positional – holy and blameless 

☒Ephesians 1:4
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love

Ephesians 5:27
27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.

Colossians 1:22
22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—

☒2. Practice – On again off again 

☒2Co 5:17
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, [he is] a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

Gal 5:24
24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Tit 2:12
12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,


☒Application

Are you following the one who pioneered your salvation? 

Are you practicing your sanctification? Where do you need help? 
Sermon Notes 12/13/20 ~ Lead Pastor Dave Stanley									
Notes/Commentary
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